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What we want
Poverty and oppression are widespread in large parts of the world. Most people 
must do without education and health care. They are excluded from democratic 
participation in decision-making. They are denied the fundamental human rights. 
They have limited access to resources and need to fight for their livelihood under 
the most precarious conditions.

Together with those concerned and their organisations, Solidar Switzerland com-
mits itself in development processes that intend to eliminate these blatant evils. 
We promote the globalisation of solidarity and justice. Our goals are the respect 
of human rights, decent working conditions, just distribution of resources, goods, 
services and chances for life, as well as access for all to democratic co-determina-
tion.  
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Who we are
Solidar Switzerland as traditional Swiss NGO positions itself in the field of the 
social and solidary forces of solidarity in Switzerland. The Swiss Federation of 
Trade Unions and the Social Democratic Party founded it as Swiss Labour Assi-
stance SLA in 1936. To this day they represent our founding organisations. The 
bulk of our membership consists of collective members and several thousand 
single members. In 2011 SLA changed its name to Solidar Switzerland. Solidar 
Switzerland is member of «Solidar» – the network of approx. 50 European relief 
organisations having a similar background and direction. 
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What we do: 
Solidarity at work 
Solidar Switzerland is committed to development programmes especially in coun-
tries of Africa and Latin America. We support processes of sustainable development 
contributing to reduce poverty, re-establish social justice, to respect human and 
labour rights and to promote democratic participation in decision-making. In the 
field, we work with those people affected by poverty and exclusion who want to 
improve their economic, social and political situation. We support them in develo-
ping effective and representative organisations.

Solidar Switzerland is committed to cooperation programmes in countries of Central 
and South Eastern Europe. We support the development of relations based on 
social partnership between employers and employees, in order to improve working 
conditions, guarantee basic labour rights and to promote social equality.

Solidar Switzerland is committed to Humanitarian Aid in the wake of natural disas-
ters in poor regions. We connect direct disaster relief with medium-term reconstruc-
tion and prevention measures to alleviate the effects of future disasters.
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In Switzerland, Solidar Switzerland is involved with campaigns and with commenting 
as to issues of development politics. We undertake these activities together with our 
founding organisations at the grassroot level of the society, as well as in the media 
and in parliaments. Thus, the population will understand our work and will be willing 
to support it politically as well as to make available tax revenues and donations.



With whom we cooperate 
The founding organisations of Solidar Switzerland represent its most important 
partners for the political work and for campaigns in Switzerland.

Solidar Switzerland is a member of the European «Solidar» network and is 
committed to specific projects and campaigns in the field of development coope-
ration, together with Solidar members.

For all projects abroad, Solidar Switzerland closely cooperates with local partners 
– civil society organisations such as trade unions, women’s organisations and 
cooperatives. 
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How we work
We respect the ability and responsibility of our partners to be fully active and 
shape their own development. Hence, we do not work for people but always with 
people. We develop projects in participatory processes with all parties concerned. 
As a rule, we maintain coordination offices and employ local staff in our projects 
abroad.

In all our work, we feel accountable to quality and transparency. We observe inter-
national standards. We continuously review our work and inform the public on the 
use of funds and on the impact of our projects.

We attach great importance to maintain coherence and therefore transfer the 
values from our project work also to our organisation: these consist in good wor-
king conditions based on a collective agreement, equality of men and women, 
participation. A high level of professional skills and social competence as well as 
self-responsibility of staff is important to us and we therefore promote their skills 
accordingly. Moreover, we give priority to a transparent management culture.
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Who gives us  
financial support
Solidar Switzerland depends on private donations as well as on contributions 
from institutions and public authorities to finance its programmes. Together they 
secure the financial groundwork for all activities of Solidar Switzerland.
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How we deal   
with our funds
We take great care to work in an efficient and conscientious way. All funds entru-
sted with us are placed to achieve the greatest possible impact.

We fully account for the transparent use of donations and financial contributions 
and are in a continuous dialogue with our most important sponsors discussing our 
programmes and projects with them.

Adopted by the General Assembly on May 11, 2010

The label stands for: 
•	 appropriate, economic and effective 

use of your donation  
•	 transparent information and 
	 meaningful accounting 
•	 independent and appropriate 
	 control structures 
•	 honest communication and fair 
	 fundraising 

Since 1947 the Solidar Suisse/SLA has 
enjoyed the approval of the ZEWO label.
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Picture captions and credits  
Page	 1:	 farmer in El Salvador. Luca Zanetti 

Page	 2:	 car mechanic in Burkina Faso. Ruth Daellenbach

Page	 3:	 students in Burkina Faso. Heide Mitsche 

Page	 4:	 demonstration for decent working conditions in South Africa. Sikhula Sonke

Page	 5:	 apiculturists in Kosovo. Enver Ulaj

Page	 7:	 campaign billboard. Spinas Civil Voices

Page	 8:	 coffee processing facilities in Nicaragua. Alberto Vargas 

Page	 9:	 women in Mozambique. Joachim Merz 

Page	10:	 displaced Tamils in Sri Lanka. Alexandre Ventura

Page	12:	 a well in Mozambique. Joachim Merz 

Page	13:	 construction worker in Serbia. Svetlana Dingarac

Page	14:	 radio journalists in Nicaragua. Danilo Jarquín

Page	16:	 young people in Bolivia. Cyrill Rogger

Quellenstrasse 31 
P.O. Box 2228 
CH-8031 Zürich 

Phone:
+41 44 444 19 19 
Fax: +41 44 444 19 00 
 
kontakt@solidar.ch 
www.solidar.ch 

Post office account 
80-188-1 
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